
Acacia Elementary School – PTA General Meeting

Minutes
Fri., Sept. 2, 2011

Welcome/Introductions/Call to Order - 8:15

Introduction of New PTA Board & Teachers were made


Chris Davis - PE teacher, introduced by Principal

· Glad to be back, Open to feedback

Minutes - Michele Garden




· May meeting minutes presented and accepted as written.
 


President’s Report
 - Michele Garden


A. Volunteer recognition

I. Mary Hawkins and Kristen Nelson for Spirit Wear

1) Worked hard over summer preparing spirit wear

2) New panda mascot & new color flyers made

3) Some flyers missed in folders, extras available

4) Volunteers needed to help sell Spirit Wear on Fridays

II. Holiday Boutique and Casino Night committees

1) Lisa Rowley summarized Casino Night coming in Feb 2012

2) Community building event, donations for silent auction currently being accepted
3)   Large committee currently working, Volunteers welcome & needed

III. Foundation members working hard to launch the Foundation.

IV. PTA board and others for stuffing folders

V. Eden Turner, Debbie Grabosky and others for Back to School Brunch for teachers

B. Playground update
I. Balls (64), hula hoops, now in playground thanks to PTA. Lori Elorriaga suggested idea last year.

C. Council update

I. National PTA dues increasing $0.50 (from $1.75 to $2.25)

II. State dues remain at $1.25; total of $3.50 from each $10.00 goes to governing units

III. We will keep our dues at $10





D.  New Acacia Partnership

I. Combination of PTA & Foundation

II. Having foundation has cache with corporations & businesses for fundraising

III. Burden of fundraisers off children & make more attractive for parents to participate

IV. Next week packet of information with info about Foundation & PTA will come home

V. PTA does the fun stuff, fundraising burden off PTA. 

VI. Fundraising will be the mission of the Foundation

VII. Foundation Board met throughout the summer

VIII. New website: www.theacaciapartnership.org
IX. Foundation members present-Kerry Maturo & Nikki Kohlenberger

· Kerry spoke about the Foundation reviewing the reason our school, like over 600 other schools in California, has initiated a Foundation. The Acacia Elementary School Foundation mission & goals were reviewed. Monthly donations are encouraged. 

Treasurer’s Report - Ally Vargas


I. Income & Expenses estimated from last year

II. After school programs reflect no expenses or income

III. Lisa Rowley moved to approve the 2011-12 PTA Budget

IV. 2011-12 PTA Budget approved as submitted

V. Balls & hula hoop cost $513.98
VI. Judy moved to pay the bills & motion approved

Principal’s Report - Dr. Karen Whisnant



A.  General updates

I. New parents welcomed

II. 640 students at our school

III. K & 1st grade low which is good

IV. 31:1 ratio ?

V. Casual survey by principal show happy teachers & students!

VI. Release of test data soon

VII. Test Data released & reviewed 

· Acacia API went from 905 to 924

· Up by 19 points, Very impressive

· Reflective of kids working hard with their teachers &  parents involvement  

· We had growth in both API & AYP scores

Teacher’s Report – “Teacher of the Month”

A. Brian Mangino-is a Resource specialist at Acacia

I. Works at both Acacia & Beechwood

II. Reports teachers are very happy, great energy. In 8 years at Acacia the level of energy highest he has seen.


New Business

A. 2011-12 PTA Budget  Approved as submitted

B.  Committee Chair Openings

I. Fall Book Fair-co chair needed with Lindsey Blume

II. Spring Book Fair

III. Room Parent Coordinator

IV. Coffee with the Principal

V. Frozen Fridays (Ice Cream Sales)-after school

VI. Reflections - Reflections-theme diversity means…in artwork, photography, writing

VII. Movie Nights - 3 planned

VIII. Mother/Son Event

IX. Family Field Day-new Jog a Thon, work with Jessica Klingsberg to plan

X. Staff Appreciation Week-organize lunch for teachers, & bring in something for teachers

XI. Variety Show-Briana Jors & Andrea Sawyer will chair, will need help

C.  Parent Social & Volunteer Fair

I. Beth Laderman came up with idea, way to connect for all parents at Acacia

II. Need help for this

D. Volunteer Spot Website

I. Our school has been signed up

II. Committee chair can use this to get help

E. Shopping For Acacia Newsletter


      I.   Target, Ralph’s, DirecTV, Boxtops & Soup Labels

Committee Reports

A. Membership - Briana Jors & Andrea Sawyer

· Surf Dog is the theme, classroom dog to finish line wins, done Drawing every friday

B.  Newsletter

· Deadline will be sent soon

· Briana is the creative editor, Lorraine Spano in charge of deadline reminders

C. After School Programs – Judy Allen

·            Science, Math, Chess, Guitar, Choir

D. Spirit Wear - Mary Hawkins

· Spirit Wear on Fridays

· New spirit wear this year, pink available

· Coupons for a treat if “caught” wearing spirit wear!

· 50-50 cotton so softer, zippered sweatshirt now available

· Can order your size & receive w/in 5 days

· Need volunteers to help

E. Dining with Acacia - Denise Mitchell

· Every month dine out and raise $ for Acacia 

· Wahoo’s will be in September, shaved ice is great!

· Please Share ideas for Dining out!

· November our biggest Month, pies for Thanksgiving

F. Parent Social & Volunteer Fair - Beth Laderman





G. Fall Book Fair - Lindsay Blume

H. Wellness & Safety - Jessica Klingsberg

· New committee

· Sept 19th-24th  Health & Fitness Week (A-Z lunch, etc.), special activities will be done

I. Facebook Laison – Christy Carter
· Suggestions for Dining with Acacia on Facebook

Meeting adjourned - 9:15


